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Since receiving the funding 

we have been able to turn a 

playground into a wildlife 

area which is now 

established. The pond has 

common newts, dragon 

flies, damsel flies water 

boatman and a host of other 

insects, and we also think 

we have bats at night. Our meadow last summer was 

bursting with flowers and bees, the best year so far. We have planted hedgerows and 

trees, wild flowers and developed our wildlife garden plan. 

 

Our pupils have helped to organise bug hunts, pond dipping and are now going to 

build a raised fish pond so our primary pupils can feed the fish and enjoy being in the 

garden looking after them. Our students have built eco shelters, watched the frogs 

spawn, and created art works which are in the garden and also around the school. 

 

We have won Gold from the RHS through 

South East in Bloom and Silver Gilt from 

the Kent Wildlife Trust and an award from 

Kent Life presented to us by Amanda 

Cottrell, Chairman of Visit Kent, Amanda 

Cottrell is a Kent Ambassador. We have 

also assisted with research into autism and 

gardening and have achieved level 5 from 

the RHS Campaign for School Gardening.  

 

With the funding we set up 2 after school 

groups, we have painted murals and made 

mosaics which are around the school adding a 

colourful display. Our 2 groups range in ages 

from 7 to 16 years of age. The mixture allows 

the older ones to support and show the younger ones and reinforces how to behave in 

the garden and when working. The art group is relaxed and enables our young people 

not only to learn about colour and design, cutting mosaics, and setting them but also 

gives them time for socialising with their peers and thereby 

gaining social skills that they do not have time to gain during 

class time. The gardening group learn team 

work and work well together. Both groups 

have been able to see the progress they are 

making and also the difference in the garden 

and the dining room and are proud of what 

they have achieved. The project has evolved and included the whole 

school, local schools and colleges and outreach community work. 

 



Whilst gardening our students have developed 

their skills in mathematics through measurement, 

weight and size/shape, looking at natural shapes 

that exist in the natural world. They have 

improved their use of language, their skill base 

with digging, measuring the fencing, sawing and 

using willow to create different textures on the 

fencing. When they garden they do not realise 

they are not only having fun but also learning as 

maths and English are taught but discretely. They 

also have helped with budgeting, gaining skills and finding the best deal learning real 

life transferable skills. At present they are working out the best design for the fish pond. 

Also team building, social skills, oracy skills, it has improved physical and mental well-

being, they are out in a garden and not in front of a computer, encouraging a better and 

healthier lifestyle, teaching them about the environment and sustainability and helping 

them engage with their surroundings better and develop a sense of responsibility. 

 

Some of our year 10 and 11s helped to raise funds through an enterprise 

project to buy seeds. The whole school have become involved and we are 

looking to set up a forest school in the near future as this will give our 

students more skills and also help them with their social skills which 

sometimes cause anti-social behaviour. Due to their behaviour it is 

sometimes difficult to engage them in a classroom as they struggle with 

maths and English and some will never achieve a GCSE grade C due to 

their learning difficulties so this gives them a chance to succeed, create 

and see what hard work can achieve which motivates and gives them aspiration. Also 

the skills are transferable to their life outside school and some have family allotments 

which they work in with their families.  

 

Work always stops for wildlife; they are 

fascinated by the frogs, newts, butterflies, 

damsel and dragon flies as well as all the 

birds we get.  It is helping to build nurturing 

/caring skills in them. The science class 

come out to see the frogs spawn and watch 

the tadpoles turn to frogs. 

 

We now also have our own herb garden, fruit trees and are 

involved with the Garden Fork to Plate Project. We have also 

given work experience placements to local colleges and 

schools, whilst also using the garden for our own work 

experience in year 11. We take groups out to volunteer at other 

local gardening and wildlife projects, the Garden Gate Project, 

Minster Abbey, Dane Valley Woods Project and Monkton 

Nature Reserve working alongside adults with difficulties and 

volunteers. 

 

We have had more students over the last 3 years going to Hadlow College to gain 

qualifications in horticulture and land based studies as this is a career they want to 

follow in and will enable them to gain employment in the future. 


